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line with other recent works which have done much to destroy the insu- 
larity usually ascribed by older writers to the colonial era. In bringing 
out the relationships between the two Englands the study shows the 
greatest originality. Altogether it ranks high as an attempt to cover 

the cultural history of colonial New England. 

W. T. Eoot 

Freedom of speech. By Zechariah Chaffee, Jr. Professor of law in Har- 
vard university. (New York: Harcourt, Brace and Howe, 1920. 
431 p. $3.50) 
This book well deserves a note in a magazine devoted to the history of 
the middle west. It is indeed a very distinct contribution to the history 
of the theory and application in a democracy of freedom of speech. In 
no part of the country was the test more severe than in the middle west 
during the world war. It is a chastening experience for those who take 
a just pride in the war record of this section to look on the darker side 
that is presented when one turns the pages of this scholarly lawyer's 
account of war legislation and its enforcement. Many explanations and 
justifications may be offered by a historian who has seen how easily war 
hysteria submerges all judgment in a matter the metes and bounds of 
which are so debatable as free speech. But no thoughtful citizen who 
knows that the value he sets on one of the most precious things guarded 
by the first amendment is measured by his willingness to defend it for 
others can be quite easy in his mind about the safety of free speech after 
he reads this book. The record of the courts was reasonably good ; that 
of the federal attorney-general's office under Mr. Gregory and his special 
assistant, Mr. 'Brian, was excellent in view of all the circumstances 
Unfortunately it was not until 1919 that any cases were passed upon by 
the supreme court under the first amendment. In the meantime the 
courts of first instance had gone unguided and unchecked. It must be 
added with regret that even Justice Holmes in delivering the opinions 
limited his expressions so that there is even now no full and rounded and 
authoritative judicial interpretation of the first amendment. 

Most of the federal activity in war times was under the espionage act 
of June, 1917, and the old internment statute of 1798. The power this 
gave the postmaster-general to exercise a practically unreviewable author- 
ity in excluding material from the mails was its most unfortunate feature. 
The sedition act of May, 1918, was copied from a loosely drawn Montana 
statute and opened the door for indiscriminate actions. When one adds 
to this the abnormal strain on the federal courts and legal officers, all 
the legislation by the states, the hysteria that led weak governors, zealous 
defense councils, excited and suspicious communities, and amateur detec- 
tives to indefensible harshness, the wonder is that the record is not darker. 
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The book is severely critical, but it is soundly scholarly, and through- 
out the author works for a constructive and sane formula and not without 
a really valuable result. His narrative account of the chief trials is 
excellent. The bibliography of the whole subject of freedom of speech 
is no small contribution. If any smug complacency survives the reading 
of the text it certainly cannot be saved from reflection if it examines the 
dates and summaries of state legislation on sedition, much of it dated 
1919, and pauses to reflect how often in war times similar legislation 
was used to punish as disloyalty opinions and expressions that arose 
purely from agrarian or industrial discontent. If there be those who are 
prepared to write new chapters in the history of intolerance it is well 
that this one has been ably and vigorously written. Those who with good 
or bad consciences, with muddled brains or clear, would limit freedom 
of speech must reckon with a book that has put them permanently on the 
defensive. 

The life of Joseph Hodges Choate. As gathered chiefly from his letters. 
Including his own story of his boyhood and youth. By Edward 
Sandford Martin. 2 volumes. (New York: Charles Scribner's sons, 
1921. 471, 439 p. $10.00) 
A combination of Theron G-. Strong's Joseph H. Choate, brought out 
in 1917, and the two volumes compiled by Mr. Martin present a fairly 
comprehensive account of one of the foremost Americans of his time. 
As the earlier work laid emphasis on Mr. Choate 's career as a lawyer, 
picturing him in the capacities of advocate and, for the four years in 
which he represented the United States near the Court of St. James, 
as ambassador, the newer volumes are devoted largely to the man, par- 
ticularly in his personal relations with his family and his friends. As 
indicated in the subtitle, the bulk of the material is from letters written 
by Mr. Choate himself. To these are added excerpts from his speeches, 
illustrative newspaper clippings, and, occasionally, letters written to him. 
The author has submerged himself almost completely and has furnished 
only enough narrative to bind together the mass of documents. He has 
allowed one of the most interesting portions of the whole production, the 
story Mr. Choate wrote of his early life, to form the introductory chapter. 
One regrets that Mr. Choate had not the time and the inclination to 
bring this autobiographical sketch down to a later date. 

From these two volumes alone the reader would be able to make only 
by inference a very clear picture of the part actually played in American 
affairs by Mr. Choate, but, on the other hand, nothing could better bring 
out the personality of one who lighted his way through a long, active, and 
eventful life with unfailing good humor and ready wit. 

From the character of the correspondence reproduced there could not be 



